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Students and families increasingly expect to be able to retrieve information at anytime of the day or week. Many districts routinely use e-platforms that all teachers are expected to use. In other cases, an individual teacher may set up a course website that contains helpful information for students and their families. Whether using a designed e-platform or an individual website several features should be in place to make it useful and easy to maintain. The Web Content Accessibility Guidelines recommend that course websites be:

1. Perceivable - Use color, background, and size of text judiciously to ensure that the information can be viewed.
2. Operable - Make sure that the information can be driven by the keyboard and that anything timed for display (such as Flash animation) can be adjusted for speed.
3. Understandable - Use developmentally appropriate text language and avoid placing too much text, or text that is too long, on a single page.
4. Robust - The information should be useful and compatible with other technologies.

Designing Content for Your Classroom Website

The ultimate purpose of a classroom or course website is to make information readily available. In some cases, sites are also used for interactive communication among students and with the teacher. Western Michigan University’s education program makes several recommendations for structuring a website. Be sure to consult your school or district instructional technology coordinator for specific requirements about your course website.

Homepage

The homepage should contain the most frequently requested information, including your contact information (e-mail, mailing address of the school, room number), a description of the course, and a navigation bar for the other pages. While the homepage should be visually interesting, it should not be cluttered. Avoid using distracting backgrounds that make it difficult to read. Create a link to your school e-mail address so that students and families can readily contact you.

Student Page

This is the ideal place for your syllabus and classroom management plan, as well as a current list of assignments and projects. Nothing looks more dated than a website that features assignments that were due months ago. In some cases, you may also post handouts, but be sure to check the copyright before doing so. If your website is available to the general public, you will be restricted on what you can post. Consider featuring a reminder for students to contact you with questions, and update this information regularly so you can respond in a timely manner.

Family Page

The family page should contain information about grading, report cards, and setting up conferences. Provide helpful links for families seeking information, such as the school and district websites, content links, and information about your professional training and experiences.

Consult with colleagues and the school’s instructional technology coordinator to learn about the systems and requirements for establishing a course website. Take a look at other websites to get an idea of what you want for yours. Once you have designed the site, ask a student to navigate it to give you feedback about finding information. As always, update the information on your website regularly to ensure that it is useful.
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