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Community Participation

Friends: Connecting People with Disabilities and Community Members (November 2013)
Manual

http://ici.umn.edu/index.php?products/view part

“Friends: Connecting People with Disabilities and Community Members” is a manual from the Institute
on Community Integration’s Research and Training Center on Community Living that provides concrete
“how-to” strategies for supporting relationships between people with disabilities and other community
members. It describes why such friendships are important to people with disabilities and why it is
important to promote community belonging and membership. The manual includes specific activities to
guide users in creating a plan for connecting people. This manual is designed for agency staff, but can also
be used by parents, support coordinators, teachers, staff, and people with disabilities to support
community relationships. Additional Activity Worksheets are available.

Requests for Participation

George Washington University’s Transition Special Education Distance Education
Certificate Program

http://tinyurl.com/05jj6xj

George Washington University seeks applicants for the summer 2014 semester of its 12-credit on-line
Transition Special Education Certificate Program. Students who have enrolled in this program will be
given priority when being considered for admission to the Master’s program and all credits earned will be
easily transferred.
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The program responds to the ongoing needs expressed by educators and rehabilitation personnel,
research concerning youth with disabilities, and legislative requirements to provide transition services for
all youth with disabilities. Deadline for applications: April 15, 2014. For further information about the
certificate and the application process, contact Dr. Michael Ward, Program Coordinator, at
mjward@gwu.edu. Available in pdf (200 KB, 1 p).

National Youth Violence Prevention Week, April 7-11, 2014

http://nationalsave.org/

The National Association of Students Against Violence Everywhere (SAVE) is a founding partner of the
National Youth Violence Prevention Campaign. The campaign’s goal is to raise awareness and to educate
students, teachers, school administrators, counselors, school resource officers, school staff, parents, and
the public on effective ways to prevent or reduce youth Violence. This week-long national education
initiative will involve activities that demonstrate the positive role young people can have in making their
school and community safer. SAVE offers a campaign Action Kit that serves as a planning guide, with
suggestions for how to support the campaign, activity ideas, links to co-sponsors, and articles and
interviews on violence prevention.

PACER Legislative Alert — Supporting Youth With Disabilities
http://house.gov/representatives/find/

Congress is considering changes to the Workforce Investment Act and the federal Vocational
Rehabilitation (VR) Program that assists youth and adults with disabilities to get the education and
training they need to obtain and retain a job. While Congress is trying to strengthen the VR services that
students with disabilities would receive as they transition out of high school, some possible changes would
hurt families of youth with disabilities. PACER is asking families and others to call their representatives to
make the following points critical to families and youth: (1) Oppose moving the Vocational Rehabilitation
and Assistive Technology programs out of the Department of Education (the Senate version of this
legislation seeks to move Vocational Rehabilitation to the Department of Labor and the Assistive
Technology program to the Department of Health and Human Services, but separating these programs
and moving them out of the Department of Education would disconnect them from a culture valuing
parental involvement and the other programs that support students with disabilities, and such a move
would damage the strong family connections and important services provided to youth and adults with
disabilities by providing such services together in Department of Education); (2) Strengthen competitive
employment awareness provisions (ensuring that young adults with disabilities transitioning from high
school to employment are aware that jobs which pay the minimum wage and higher are available is an
important aspect of providing individuals the opportunity to reach their potential, and the bill could be
strengthened by ensuring that there are no exceptions to making sure young adults are made aware of the
possibility of working in a competitive workplace, in addition to the non-competitive, often less than
minimum wage, work possibilities). The phone numbers of Congressional Representatives can be found at
the website.

Reading Outcomes

IES Releases Synthesis of Research on Improving Reading Outcomes (February 2014)
Report

http://ies.ed.gov/ncser/pubs/20143000/

The Institute of Education Sciences (IES) has released “Improving Reading Outcomes for Students with
or at Risk for Reading Disabilities: A Synthesis of the Contributions from the Institute of Education
Sciences Research Centers,” a report on improving reading outcomes for students with or at risk for
reading disabilities. The synthesis describes what has been learned from research grants on improving
reading funded by the Institute of Education Sciences (IES) National Center for Special Education
Research and National Center for Education Research and published in peer-reviewed outlets through
December 2011

NASET |April 2014 - NASET Resource Review


http://nationalsave.org/
http://house.gov/representatives/find/
http://ies.ed.gov/ncser/pubs/20143000/

National Association of Special Education Teachers (NASET)

Relationships

Lessons of Reciprocity and Relationships (January 2014)

Essay

http://tinyurl.com/n8jtnpd

“Community Works Journal,” an on-line magazine for educators, has posted “Lessons of Reciprocity and
Relationships” as a featured essay on service learning and making sure that both the volunteers and the
population they are working with feel the real benefits of their relationship, and that the activity is
purposeful and empowers all those involved.

School Discipline

Supportive School Discipline Initiative (February 2014)

Report

http://www2.ed.gov/policy/gen/guid/school-discipline/index.html

The Supportive School Discipline Initiative (SSDI) has released an “Overview of the Supportive School
Discipline Initiative” report. SSDI is a collaboration begun in 2011 between the U.S. Departments of
Education and Justice to target harsh and exclusionary school disciplinary policies and in-school arrests
that push youth out of school and into the justice system, a process also known as the school-to-prison
pipeline. The Overview summarizes and provides links to recent findings on the impact of school
disciplinary practices on students' academic success and juvenile justice involvement.

Teacher Interaction with Students

The Soul of a Teacher (January 2014)

Essay

http://tinyurl.com/kdwt455

“Community Works Journal,” an on-line magazine for educators, has posted “The Soul of a Teacher” as a
featured essay on the importance of keeping in touch with the unique experience of each teacher’s
interactions with the students and with other educators. Each learning opportunity, each conversation,
each perception, is worth taking the time to listen for it, and to allow and encourage it to be expressed,
and not letting it be lost under the weight of standards, testing, scales, and standardized curricula.

Universal Design

Universal Design in the News at the Center for Universal Design in Education (2014)
Resource List

http://www.washington.edu/doit/CUDE/

The Center for Universal Design in Education (CUDE) at the University of Washington has added a new
item to its resource collection, “Universal Design in the News.” which shares recent articles and posts
relevant to the application of universal design in education: to instruction, to student services, to physical
spaces, and to information technology.
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Transition

eTrac Online Job-Seeking Information

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1Tr-wuglZOU

eTrac provides job seeking/retention information in a YouTube video to help promote independence and
confidence. Midwest Special Services (MSS), a non-profit serving adults with disabilities, developed eTrac
based on their own experience and best practices to help job seekers achieve employment success. The
program walks the job seeker through every step, from the initial job search, to the interview process, and
the skills necessary to retain and advance at work. Assistance accessing the on-line video (for information
on pricing or to pre-view a demo copy of the program) is available from MSS by emailing or calling Josh
Franzen (jfranzen@mwsservices.org or 651-777-7220).
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