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Peer Learning  Self-Assessment Inventory

This checklist is designed for elementary grade teachers to use in reflecting on how they are currently using peer-assisted instruction and identifying opportunities for increasing instructional value.  If several teachers complete the inventory, it can also be used as a basis for a discussion and sharing about current practices.

	Schedule 

	1. I include peer-assisted learning opportunities in these subjects:
	Reading 

Writing

Oral language

Other language development

Mathematics

Science

Other

	2. I use peer-assisted learning for these types of instruction:
	As part of whole group teaching

For independent practice

During small group lessons

Other

	3. My students work with peers in structured learning activities for about 90 minutes per week.  
	About 90 minutes per week

Less than 90 minutes per week

More than 90 minutes per week

	Schedule Opportunities:  Where else, e.g., subject, group, type of instruction, might you incorporate peer-assisted learning?



	
	

	Grouping 

	4. I typically pair up students for peer work using these criteria:


	Random

Friends

Proximity

Similar skills

Similar English proficiency level

Same home language and culture

Different skill levels

Different levels of English proficiency

Different home languages and cultures

	Grouping Opportunities:  How might you vary partner assignments for different types of learning activities? 



	Learning Structure 

	5. I designate roles for each partner during peer activities.


	Yes

Sometimes

Rarely

	6. I design peer activities to be quick and well-paced—typically 10 minutes or less.


	Yes

Sometimes

Rarely

	7. I design peer activities to have expected products or ways to document learning progress.


	Yes

Sometimes

Rarely

	Learning Structure:  Are there ways to increase productive learning by providing additional structure for activities?

 

	
	

	Student Preparation 

	8. I model how students are expected to carry out peer learning in these ways:
	Demonstrate lesson tasks

Provide written directions for partner roles

Model academic language responses

Rehearse partners via demonstration

Monitor student responses

	9. I teach students language phrases that are helpful for prompting.
	Phrases for eliciting a response

Phrases for paraphrasing

Ways to ask for clarification 

	10. I teach students language phrases that are helpful for providing feedback.
	Phrases for acknowledging ideas

Phrases for offering suggestions

Ways to correct mistakes

	
	

	Student Preparation:  What do I need to do to better prepare students for working with peers?
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