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Learning Together About Screening and Monitoring Progress

Convene a school team to review together the Learn What Works resources for Screening and Monitoring Progress.  Potential members of the team might include a building administrator, the reading coach or reading specialist, English as a Second Language staff, and any staff who provide additional small group assistance to students who are low performing in reading. Look at the multi-media overview and listen to the introductory interview with Scott Baker.

Here are some discussion topics and discussion questions to reflect on your current practice:

1. Clarify the team’s understanding of formative assessment, including how formative assessments in reading are different from other tests your English Learners take—such as the state’s English language proficiency test, state reading assessment, and day-to-day classroom assessments in reading.

2. Make a list of the reading assessments you currently administer to your English Learners and define the purpose of each one.  How many of your assessments are useful for screening for reading difficulties and monitoring progress in reading? 

3. In the interview, Scott Baker cautions that using data to make decisions about students’ instructional needs is the goal—not simply collecting data. Talk about (1) how you collect and organize assessment data and (2) the processes and procedures you have for turning data into action.

If the discussion leads the team to believe that the school’s system for progress monitoring in reading needs improvement, see the additional planning tools in this section to help you get started.
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