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Learning Together About Teaching Vocabulary

Convene your grade level team and review the Learn What Works resources on Teaching Vocabulary.  

Watch the multi-media overview and the short interview of expert Diane August

Here are some ways for you to reflect on your current practices in teaching vocabulary:

1. Clarify the team’s understanding of different kinds of vocabulary that English Learners need to acquire.  What are the characteristics of the English Learners who need to learn common, everyday vocabulary?  The characteristics of those that need to learn academic vocabulary?  What are your students’ greatest vocabulary needs?

2. The multi-media overview talks about the importance of a vocabulary framework—a way of identifying what words should be taught, how many per week and when in the school year.  What is your school’s or district’s approach to such a vocabulary framework?  If you don’t have a vocabulary framework or want to improve your framework, you can get some ideas from the See What Works slideshow and artifacts.  Which ones might be helpful to you?

3. Make a T chart on a sheet of paper.  In the first column, brainstorm the instructional strategies and resources you use to teach common words and phrases.  In the other column, brainstorm strategies and resources you use to teach academic content vocabulary.  Use the two Vocabulary Strategy Worksheets to find additional ideas for teaching both types of vocabulary.
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