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Vocabulary Strategy Worksheet:  Conversational Vocabulary
English Learners need to acquire the common, everyday words and phrases that native speakers of English already know.  A few strategies to develop common English words and phrases and lots of opportunities to practice these words in meaningful contexts where they speak, listen, read and write will help English Learners catch up with their native English speaking peers.  Rate your current practice in teaching common words using the tool below.   Then think about next steps to enhance instruction. 

	Strategy
	Yes
	Sometimes
	Not at all

	I analyze my instructional materials in reading and the content areas for frequently used common words or phrases that English Learners may not know.
	
	
	

	I collaborate with the ESL staff in teaching common words.  For example, the ESL teacher may pre-teach words and/or provide additional practice in common words that appear in my instruction.  Or, the ESL teacher or a paraprofessional may work intensively with non-English speaking children when they are newly arrived to jump start their development of everyday English words.
	
	
	

	My classroom environment reinforces common words that we use in activities everyday.  For example, classroom objects are labeled and schedules related to classroom routines are posted.  I practice these words with English Learners as we go through our daily routines. 
	
	
	

	I have resources supporting development of common words and phrases that students can use for reference or practice:  for example, picture cards organized by topic (e.g., family, sports, foods, etc) words on large binder rings, or word walls.
	
	
	

	I pair children to practice common vocabulary as a quick activity whenever the opportunity presents itself.
	
	
	

	When reading with students, I quickly clarify the meanings of words by pointing to pictures or acting out word meaning.
	
	
	

	I provide quick translations of common words that are essential to understanding meaning in context.
	
	
	

	My classroom contains books and games that practice common words
	
	
	

	I have access to computer assisted instruction that develops basic English skills
	
	
	

	Next Steps

What conclusions do you draw about your instruction of common English words?

What are 2-3 ways your instruction in common English words and phrases could be improved?

What support do you need to make those improvements?
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