[image: image1.png]Doing What Works

EDgov

—_—






Vocabulary Strategy Worksheet:  Academic Content Vocabulary
Beyond the common words of every day conversation, there are words, phrases, and structures that are more typically used in academic contexts.  English Learners, and other students as well, will benefit from direct, explicit instruction in these words, along with lots of opportunities for practice and review.  Rate your current practice in teaching academic words using the tool below.  Then think about next steps to enhance instruction. 

	Strategy
	Yes
	Sometimes
	Not at all

	My lesson plans focus on a few academic vocabulary words each week—these may be words most critical to understanding meaning from the core reading program and/or words from the content lessons I am teaching in math, science or social studies.  
	
	
	

	I teach the concept represented by the focus word and the English word at the same time.  
	
	
	

	I teach vocabulary in whole group and small group instruction.  
	
	
	

	I use pictures, graphic organizers, and physical response to clarify word meaning
	
	
	

	I use the internet as a source for pictures, video clips or other resources that will clarify meaning of focus words. 
	
	
	

	I encourage students to write “student friendly definitions” of focus words that apply their life experience and background knowledge to new words they are learning.  
	
	
	

	My lessons include opportunities for students to work in pairs or groups to practice academic words and to use them in carrying out in meaningful academic tasks.
	
	
	

	I informally assess student understanding of targeted words during instruction and re-teach if needed.
	
	
	

	My classroom environment contains displays of the cumulative target words we have learned—and we frequently review and incorporate these words into on-going activities.
	
	
	

	As appropriate to my grade level, I include word study topics such as word roots, prefixes, and suffixes.
	
	
	

	I teach students strategies for identifying words that are critical to meaning and strategies for finding their meaning.
	
	
	

	My students and I celebrate their success in learning targeted words and enjoy vocabulary work.  
	
	
	

	Next Steps

What conclusions do you draw about your instruction of academic vocabulary?

What are 2-3 ways your instruction in academic vocabulary could be improved?

What support do you need to make those improvements?
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