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Required Members of the 
Multidisciplinary Team for an Initial 

Evaluation Checklist 
While specific state regulations may differ on the membership of the MDT, the members are 
usually drawn from individuals and professionals within the school and community. A special 
education teacher will be assigned as the member of the MDT who will be responsible for the 
educational and perhaps perceptual evaluations of the child. You should also be aware that the 
law mandates that an individual who is an expert in the field of the suspected disability must be a 
member of the MDT. For instance, in the case of a suspected learning disability you will be 
considered the expert on the team in this area. It is important that you are familiar with the 
professionals that might be asked to participate on this team in the evaluation of a child with a 
suspected disability. These may include but are not limited to:  

_____School Psychologist: The role of the school psychologist on the MDT involves the 
administration of individual intelligence tests, projective tests, personality inventories, and the 
observation of the student in a variety of settings.  

_____School Nurse: The role of the school nurse is to review all medical records, screen for 
vision and hearing, consults with outside physicians, and may refer to outside physicians if 
necessary.  

_____Classroom Teacher: Works with the local school based Child Study Team to implement 
pre-referral strategies, plans and implements, along with the special education team, classroom 
strategies that create an appropriate working environment for the student.  

_____School Social Worker: The social worker’s role on the MDT is to gather and provide 
information concerning the family system. This may be accomplished through interviews, 
observations, conferences etc.   

_____Special Education Teacher: The role of this individual includes consultation to parents 
and classroom teachers about pre-referral recommendations, administers educational and 
perceptual tests, may be called upon to observe the student in a variety of settings, may be 
involved in the screening of students with suspected disabilities, writes IEP’s including goals and 
objectives and recommends intervention strategies to teachers and parents.  

_____Educational diagnostician: Administers a series of evaluations including norm-
referenced and criterion referenced tests, observes the student in a variety of settings, makes 
educational recommendations that get applied to the IEP as goals and objectives.  

_____Special education supervisor  
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_____Physical Therapist: The physical therapist is called upon to evaluate a child who may be 
experiencing problems in gross motor functioning, living and self help skills, and vocational 
skills necessary for the student to be able to function in certain settings. This professional may be 
used to screen, evaluate, provide direct services or consult with the teacher, parent or school.  

_____Medical Doctor(Be specific): ___________________________ i.e. neurologist  

_____Behavioral consultant:  This individual works closely with the team in providing direct 
services or consultation on issues involving behavioral and classroom management techniques 
and programs.  

_____Speech/Language clinician: This professional will be involved in screening for speech 
and language developmental problems, be asked to provide a full evaluation on a suspected 
language disability, provide direct services, and consult with staff and parents.  

_____Audiologist: This professional will be called upon to evaluate a student’s hearing for 
possible impairments and as a result of the findings may refer the student for medical 
consultation or treatment. The audiologist may also assist in helping students and parents obtain 
equipment i.e. hearing aids that may impact on the child’s ability to function in school.  

_____Occupational Therapist: The occupational therapist is called upon to evaluate a child 
who may be experiencing problems in fine motors skills and living and self help skills, This 
professional may be used to screen, evaluate, provide direct services, consult with the teacher, 
parent or school and assist in obtaining the appropriate assistive technology or equipment for the 
student.  

_____Guidance Counselor: This individual may be involved in providing aptitude test 
information, provide counseling services, work with the team on consolidating, changing, or 
developing a student’s class schedule, and assist the Child Study Team in developing pre-referral 
strategies.  

_____Parents:  The parents plays an extremely important role on the MDT in providing input 
for the IEP, working closely with members of the team, and carry out, assist, or initiate academic 
or management programs within the child’s home.  

 


