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Eligibility Criteria Checklist for a 
Classification of a Specific Learning 

Disability 
In general, States use two different methods to determine whether a student meets the eligibility 
criteria as a student with a specific Learning Disability under IDEA.  We present a synopsis of 
these two options for an IEP Committee to consider.  

OPTION 1 

In order to identify and be determined as eligible for special education services as a student with 
a Specific Learning Disability, the IEP Committee shall document that the following standards 
have been met. Based on the results of the assessment:  

_____ The student demonstrates a continued lack of progress when provided with appropriate 
instruction in the suspected area of disability.  

_____ Documented evidence exists which indicates that effective general education interventions 
and strategies have been attempted over a reasonable period of time.  

_____ The determining factor for identification of a learning disability is not due to a lack of 
appropriate instruction in reading and math  

_____ Evidence exists that the student does not achieve commensurate with his/her age and 
ability in one or more of the following areas: listening comprehension, oral expression, basic 
reading skills, reading comprehension, written expression, mathematics calculation, and/or 
mathematics reasoning.  

_____ There is a severe discrepancy between educational performance and predicted 
achievement that is based on the best measure of cognitive ability (This is an OPTIONAL 
CONSIDERATION under IDEA 2004). Cognitive ability/achievement discrepancies should be 
used cautiously because a learning disability can exist when a numerical discrepancy does not. 
Such comparisons may assist in the diagnostic process. Careful diagnosticians examine all 
information and recognize developmental factors, including age and academic experience, in 
making a determination as to the value of such discrepancies.  

_____ There is evidence of a cognitive processing disorder that adversely affects the student's 
academic achievement.  A cognitive processing disorder is defined as a deficit in the manner in 
which a student receives, stores, transforms, retrieves, and expresses information. Documented 
evidence exists that demonstrates or expresses the manifestation of the processing disorder in the 
identified achievement deficit.  

_____ Evidence exists that the student's learning problems are not due primarily to visual, 
hearing, or motor impairments; Mental Retardation; Emotional Disturbance; environmental, 
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cultural, or economic disadvantage; limited English proficiency; motivational factors; or 
situational traumas.  

_____ There is evidence that characteristics as defined above are present and that the severity of 
the student's Specific Learning Disability adversely affects his/her progress in the general 
education curriculum, demonstrating the need for special education and related services, and that 
students who perform in classroom academics in a manner commensurate with expected 
academic standards at the student's grade level cannot be considered as having a Specific 
Learning Disability, even though they may show deficits on achievement tests in one or more of 
the seven academic areas.  

OPTION 2  

The team shall determine that a pupil has a specific learning disability and is in need of special 
education and related services when the pupil meets the criteria described in items A through C. 
Information about each item must be sought from the parent/guardian and included as part of the 
assessment data. The assessment data must confirm that the disabling effects of the pupil's 
disability occur in a variety of settings.  

A. The pupil must demonstrate severe underachievement in response to usual classroom 
instruction. The performance measures used to verify this finding must be both representative of 
the pupil's curriculum and useful for developing instructional goals and objectives. The 
following assessment procedures are required at a minimum to verify this finding:  

(1) _____ Evidence of low achievement from sources such as cumulative record reviews, 
classwork samples, anecdotal teacher records, formal and informal tests, curriculum based 
assessment results; and  

(2) _____ at least one team member other than the pupil's general education teacher shall observe 
the pupil's academic performance in the general classroom setting. In the case of a student served 
through an Early childhood Special Education program or who is out of school, a team member 
shall observe the student in an environment appropriate for a student of that age.  

B. The pupil must demonstrate a severe discrepancy between general intellectual ability and 
achievement in one or more of the following areas: oral expression, listening comprehension, 
written expression, basic reading skills, reading comprehension, mathematical calculation, or 
mathematical reasoning. The demonstration of a severe discrepancy shall not be based solely on 
the use of standardized tests. The team shall consider these standardized test results as only one 
component of the eligibility criteria.  

(1) _____ The instruments used to assess the pupil's general intellectual ability and achievement 
must be individually administered and interpreted by an appropriately licensed person using 
standardized procedures.  

(2) _____ For initial placement, the severe discrepancy must be equal to or greater than 1.75 
standard deviations below the mean of the distribution of difference scores for the general 
population of individuals at the pupil's chronological age level.  
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C. The team must agree that it has sufficient assessment data that verify the following 
conclusions:  

(1) _____ The pupil has an information processing condition that is manifested by such 
behaviors as: inadequate or lack of organizational skills (such as in following directions, written 
and oral; spatial arrangements; correct use of developmental order in relating events; transfer of 
information onto paper), memory (visual and auditory), expression (verbal and nonverbal), and 
motor control for written tasks such as pencil and paper assignments, drawing, and copying,  

(2) _____ the disabling effects of the pupil's information processing condition occur in a variety 
of settings.  

(3) _____ the pupil's underachievement is not primarily the result of: vision, hearing, or motor 
impairment; mental impairment; emotional or behavioral disorders; or environmental, cultural, 
economic influences; or a history of an inconsistent education program. 

 


