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Degrees of Hearing Impairment 
 

Degree of Hearing Loss   Decibel loss            Resulting Impairment 

Slight     27-40dB   difficulty hearing faint noises  
         or distant conversation. The  
         individual with a slight   
         hearing loss will usually not  
         have difficulties in the   
         regular school setting. 

Mild     41-55 dB   This individual may miss as  
         much as 50% of classroom  
         conversations. The individual  
         may also exhibit limited  
         vocabulary and speech   
         difficulties 

Moderate     56-70 dB   The individual will only be  
         able to hear loud   
         conversation, may exhibit  
         defective speech, vocabulary  
                     and language difficulties. 

Severe     71-90 dB   Hearing may be limited to a  
         radius of 1 foot. May be able  
         to discriminate certain   
         environmental sounds, shows  
         defective speech and   
         language ability and has  
         severe difficulty   
         understanding consonant  
         sounds. 

Profound    91 dB or greater   The individual can sense  
          but is unable to understand  
         sounds and tones. Vision  
         becomes the primary sense of  
         communication and speech  
         and language are likely to  
         deteriorate.    
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