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Examples of Typical Sound Intensities 
 

 
Intensity in Decibels (dB)  Examples 
 
140      Jet plane taking off about 100 ft  away 
 
130      Industrial jackhammer 
 
120      Discotheque, rock and roll concert 
 
110      Industrial punch press 
 
105      Bulldozer and construction equipment 
 
100      Chain saw 
 
90      Heavy street noises, factory noises 
 
85      Person shouting from 5-10 feet  away 
 
80      The noise from cars on an expressway at 60 mph 
 
75      Noise in a restaurant 
 
70      Window air conditioner 
 
40-65                                                                      Typical conversational level, typewriter, small office 

machines, washing machine 
 
35      Typical house noise 
 
30      Radio station studio 
 
20      Whisper at 5 feet, windy day 
 


