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Tracking and Implementing Student Accommodations
Effectively

A Classroom Guide for Consistent Support and Documentation

Purpose & Overview

This guide supports teachers in consistently implementing, monitoring, and reflecting on student
accommodations as outlined in IEPs and 504 plans. It is designed to help teachers move beyond
simply knowing accommodations exist to understanding when, how, and why they are used in
daily instruction.

The goal is to promote fidelity, consistency, and meaningful use of accommodations so students
can fully access instruction and demonstrate learning.

Objectives

By using this guide, teachers will be able to implement accommodations with greater
consistency, understand the instructional purpose behind each accommodation, and monitor
effectiveness over time. The guide also supports documentation, collaboration, and reflection to
ensure accommodations are supporting student access rather than being overlooked or
misapplied.

Why Tracking Accommodations Matters

Consistent accommodation implementation is essential for both student success and legal
compliance. When accommodations are not tracked or reviewed regularly, students may not
receive the supports they need, and teachers may struggle to recall what has been implemented
and when.

Effective tracking helps teachers ensure accommodations are provided as written, identify which
supports are most effective, adjust instruction based on student response, communicate clearly
with support staff and families, and maintain documentation for progress monitoring and
compliance.
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Understanding Accommodations in Practice

Accommodations are supports that remove barriers, not changes to learning expectations. They
allow students to access content and demonstrate knowledge without lowering academic
standards.

These supports may affect how information is presented, how students respond, the time allowed
for tasks, the instructional setting, or the organizational tools students use. Teachers should be
intentional about embedding accommodations into everyday instruction rather than treating them
as separate tasks.

Student Need  Accommodation When/Where How It Was Evidence or
Used Implemented Notes
Reading Text-to-speech Independent Audio text Improved
comprehension reading provided with accuracy
print tracking
Writing Graphic Written Organizer Increased
organization organizer responses provided before structure
writing
Attention and Small-group Assessments Reduced Student
focus setting distractions remained
engaged

This table may be completed weekly, by instructional unit, or during progress-monitoring
periods.

Teacher Implementation Check
During instruction, teachers should ensure they have:

[] Reviewed student accommodations prior to teaching
[J Provided accommodations proactively rather than only when requested



e National Association

ASET

of Special Education Teachers

[] Embedded supports naturally into classroom routines

[J Ensured accommodations were available during assessments
[ Observed how the student responded to the support

[] Adjusted instruction when needed

[ Documented implementation and observations

This process supports consistency, fidelity, and informed decision-making.

Student Involvement and Self-Advocacy

When appropriate, students should participate in understanding and using their accommodations.
Teachers can support this by explaining accommodations in student-friendly language,
encouraging independent use of supports, providing opportunities for reflection, and reinforcing
appropriate self-advocacy.

Student involvement strengthens independence, confidence, and long-term success.

Reflection and Instructional Adjustment

Teachers should periodically reflect on accommodation effectiveness by considering whether the
support is improving access to instruction, whether the student is using it independently or with
prompts, and whether adjustments or additional instruction are needed.

Ongoing reflection ensures accommodations remain instructionally meaningful rather than
procedural.

IEP and 504 Alignment

This guide supports compliance, progress monitoring, collaboration between educators, and clear
communication during meetings and instructional planning.

Accommodation tracking data can be used to inform IEP updates, team discussions, and
instructional decisions.

Closing Reminder for Teachers
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Providing accommodations consistently is not about adding extra work, it is about intentional
instructional practice. When accommodations are planned, implemented, and reflected upon,
they become powerful tools that support student access, confidence, and achievement.



